SELF-REPORT CHEATING SCALE 
PART I: Admissions (18-items plus 8 fillers)

Instructions: Please use the guide below to answer the following questions.
During high school and college, I have often: 
Strongly                                                                             Strongly 
Disagree          Disagree             Neutral        Agree             Agree 
1                         2                          3                   4                       5 
_____ 1) Gotten into a physical fight with someone 

_____ 2) *Copied someone else’s answers on a school test without them knowing 

_____ 3) *Copied someone else’s answers on a school test with them knowing 

_____ 4) *Agreed to have someone copy your answers on a school test 

_____ 5) Downloaded free music from the internet 

_____ 6) *Handed in a school essay or assignment that you copied (at least in part) from some other source (e.g., another person, the internet, books, etc.) 

_____ 7) Participated in a street race. 

_____ 8) *Brought hidden notes to a school test 

_____ 9) *Stolen a copy of a school test 

_____ 10) Downloaded free ‘pirated’ movies from the internet 

_____ 11) *Had someone else write a school test for you 

_____ 12) *Actively refused to let someone copy your answers on a school test 

_____ 13) *Used an electronic device (e.g., cell phone, calculator) to cheat on a school test 

_____ 14) Knowingly bought, sold, or held stolen goods (or tried to do any of these things) 

_____ 15) *Sold a school essay or assignment that you wrote to someone else 

_____ 16) Carried a hidden weapon. 

_____ 17) *Bullied or intimidated someone into helping you cheat on a school test 

_____ 18) *Paid someone to help you cheat on a school test 

_____ 19) *Tricked someone into helping you cheat on a school test 

_____ 20) Received a speeding ticket. 

_____ 21) *Written a school test, essay or assignment for someone else 

_____ 22) *Reported witnessing someone cheating on a school test 
_____ 23) *Made a false excuse (e.g., illness, death in family) to avoid writing a school test 

_____ 24) *Been caught cheating on a school test (e.g., by the teacher/professor, parents, TA’s, etc.) 

_____ 25) *Gotten away with cheating on a school test 

_____ 26) Copied computer software that you should have paid for yourself 

Note:  The 18 items marked with an asterisk are included in self-reported cheating score. They can be summed to create an overall cheating admissions scale. The other items are fillers: They were included to take the focus off cheating to more general misbehavior.  

PART II: Reasons (Motivations) for Cheating  – 20 items
Use the scale below to indicate reasons why you cheated in the past, or why you might in the future:

  Strongly 






Strongly

Disagree 
Disagree 
Neutral 
Agree 

Agree

1

2

3

4

5

_____  1) I cheated because of the competitive atmosphere at my school. 

_____  2) I know how to hide my cheating R. 

_____  3) I didn’t study for the test.R 

_____  4) I cheated to get (or keep) a scholarship. 

_____  5) Everyone else does it. R
_____  6) I’m not concerned about the punishments for cheating (suspension, expulsion). R
_____  7) I cheated to make sure I got a passing grade in a course. 

_____  8) Being honest and moral is a high priority for me. 

_____  9) The test-writing surroundings make it easy for me to cheat (e.g., the seats are too close to each other). R 

_____  10) I felt pressured to achieve by my family or other people. 

_____  11) I don’t think my cheating will be detected. 

_____  12) I cheated to get a high grade (e.g., an ‘A’ or ‘A-plus’) 

_____  13) Professors usually make the exams too difficult.

_____  14) The punishments that universities use to warn students are just empty threats. 

_____  15) It was spontaneous (i.e., did it without planning on it ahead of time). 

_____  16) I cheated by helping a friend get a better grade. 
_____  17) I didn’t cheat because I pride myself in being a good and trustworthy person.

_____  18) You don’t have to cheat to be a winner. R
_____  19) I didn’t cheat because I might get caught.  

_____  20) I am not the kind of person who cheats at school.  

After reversing the items with ‘R’, calculate three subscales by summing:

Unmitigated Achievement: 1, 4, 7, 10, 12, 16, 18

Fear of Punishment: 2, 6, 9, 11, 19

Moral Inhibition: 3, 5, 8, 13, 14, 15, 17, 20
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