
PSYCHOLOGY 309a
COGNITIVE PROCESSES

Section 002 Winter 2010-11, Term 2
Tu-Th  11:00-12:30

INSTRUCTOR TAs

Name: Dr. Todd C. Handy Marla Mickleborough Sophie Lanthier
Office: 3406 Kenny 3504 Kenny 3008 Kenny
Hours: By appointment By appointment By appointment
Email: todd@psych.ubc.ca marla@psych.ubc.ca snlanthier@gmail.com

READINGS, NOTES, AND SLIDES

All readings assigned for each lecture, notes introducing the readings and topic for each lecture, as well
as the lecture slides, can be downloaded in pdf format from the course website, at:

http://www.psych.ubc.ca/~tchandy/

Slides for each lecture will be provided as individual files.  Whenever possible I will post each lectures'
slides prior to class, but in many cases slides may not be posted until shortly after lecture. Readings for
the course consists of short media articles from The New York Times.  All articles and notes for Part 1
of the course (Lectures 1-8) are currently available on the website as a single, all-inclusive file.  The file
name is 309a_Readings_Part1.pdf.  All articles and notes for Part 2 of the course will be posted for
download following Exam 1 (309a_Readings_Part2.pdf), and all articles and notes for Part 3 will be
posted following Exam 2 (309a_Readings_Part3.pdf).

EXAMS

There are three non-cumulative exams for the course.  Each exam will be worth 60 points.  Dates for
the exams can be found on the lecture schedule below.  The first two exams will take place during the
regularly-scheduled lecture time.  The third exam will take place during the final exam period at the end
of the term, with the time, date, and location TBA.  

The following points should be noted regarding exams:

1.  Each exam will consist of 10-14 multiple choice and 10-14 short answer questions.
2.  For each exam, you are required to bring a photo ID.
3.  Exams will begin 5 minutes after the start of the class period.
4.  No extra time will be given to those who are late for an exam.
5. Make-up exams will only be considered for students facing exceptional emergency

circumstances that are responsibly communicated to the instructor in a timely manner.
The format of any make-up exam granted will be at my discretion.

 6.    Cheating on exams will not be tolerated. Any student found cheating will get a "0" for that exam.
Please see the UBC Calendar for information regarding academic offences and penalties.

 7.   UBC accommodates students whose religious obligations conflict with attendance or completing
scheduled examinations. Please let me know by email no later than Thursday, January 20 if
you will require any accommodation on these grounds. Students who plan to be absent for varsity
athletics, family obligations, or other similar commitments cannot assume they will be
accommodated, and should discuss their commitments with the instructor before the drop date.

8.   Exam marks will be posted on the course website as soon as scoring is complete, but exams will not
be handed back. However, students have the right to view their marked examinations with their TA,



providing they apply to do so within one month of receiving their final grades. This review is for
pedagogic purposes. The examination remains the property of the university.

TERM MARKS

Marks for the term will be based on a total of 180 points (3 exams x 60 points each). However, if the
grade distribution for the final course marks fails to meet the Psychology Department's norms, scaling
will be applied to final course marks.  For details on scaling course marks, please see the next section
of the syllabus.

DEPARTMENT SCALING POLICY

In order to reduce grade inflation and maintain equity across multiple course sections, all psychology
courses are required to comply with departmental norms regarding grade distributions for final course
marks.  According to departmental norms, the mean course mark in a 300-level class is 70 for a good
class, 68 for an average class, and 66 for a weak class, with a standard deviation of 13.  Final course
marks may be scaled up or down as necessary by the professor or department in order to comply with
these norms.

For official UBC policy on grade scaling, please see:

http://students.ubc.ca/calendar/index.cfm?tree=3,42,96,0

CONTACTING THE INSTRUCTOR

After Class: On most days I am available for brief questions immediately following the lecture.

Office Visits: Because many students' schedules inevitably conflict with a set weekly office hour, all
office meetings for this course will be by appointment only.  Scheduling must be done in advance via
email.

Email: To avoid having your emails automatically deleted as spam, the subject header must read "Psych
309." The answers to questions regarding lecture/reading content may often be useful for the entire
class to hear.  As a consequence, questions may be answered in class at the beginning of lecture rather
than via email. Please also note that while I try to be responsive to student emails, there are limits that
must be put in place when dealing with large classes.  Unfortunately, in a large lecture course I can not
respond to students who generate excessive/frequent emails or who generate long lists of questions, as
in the name of fairness it would be impossible for me to provide this level of service to all students.
Finally, in order to promote good problem solving skills, I will deduct 1 point from a
student's final course mark for each email question that can be answered by consulting this
syllabus, the Department of Psychology web page, and/or the UBC web page.  Examples of
such questions would be When is the next exam?, Where and when is the final? and What are the
assigned readings for the next exam?

OUTSIDE RESOURCES

If you run into trouble and need information on effective studying, preparing for exams, how to take
notes, or manage your academic time, free workshops and advice are available from the Student
Resources Center, which can be reached through the School and College Liaison Office at 822-4319.



LECTURE SCHEDULE

NOTE:  see course website for assigned readings for each lecture, as per noted above under Readings,
Notes, and Slides

Part 1: Cognitive Representation

Date         Lecture    Topic
1/4               1 Introduction
1/6 2 Representation and Plasticity
1/11 3 Body Representation
1/13 4 Visual Representation
1/18 5 Emotional Representation
1/20 6 Memory Representation
1/25 7 Language Representation
1/27 8 Self Representation

2/1 Exam 1: On Lectures 1-8

Part 2: Individual Cognition

Date         Lecture    Topic
2/3  9 Attention
2/8 10 Priming

      2/10 11 Implicit Learning
2/22 12 Unconscious Thinking
2/24 13 Self Reflection
3/1 14 Bounded Rationality
3/3 15 Perspective and Bias
3/8 16 Multitasking

      3/10  Exam 2: On Lectures 9-16

Part 3: Social Cognition

Date         Lecture    Topic
3/15 17 Social Spacing
3/17 18 Moral Reasoning
3/22 19 Social Emotions
3/24 20 Reading Minds
3/29 21 Mind Blindness
3/31 22 The Mirror System

      4/5 23 Social Communication
      4/7 24 Social Hierarchy

     TBA Exam 3: On Lectures 17-24


