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_______________________________________________________________________

As you know, this experiment was comprised of two sessions, spaced either two days or 4-6 weeks apart.  During the first session, every participant was asked to describe and rate personal events in response to neutral probe words like radio.  Participants searched for events from either recent or remote times in the past.  In the next session you were asked to remember the probe words, or failing that, to remember the gist of the stories that you told.  You were then reminded of each story and asked to provide another set of ratings of that event.  

This study is an extension of some of our previous research on the phenomenon of mood dependent memory, the finding that events experienced in a particular state of affect (such as sadness) are more likely to be remembered in the same mood than in a different one (such as happiness).  In the past, we asked participants to try to "get into" a mood, either happy or sad, and then had them perform the same tasks you did while they were in this mood.  This study will be used as a comparison group, as we are interested in what differences there may be between people in neutral versus induced happy or sad moods.  We are particularly interested in how people's perceptions of events can change over time, and how mood can affect these perceptions.

Thank you kindly for taking part in today's study.  If you would like to learn more about mood dependent memory, a useful reference is a book titled (appropriately enough) "Autobiographical Memory," edited by David C. Rubin (New York: Cambridge University Press, 1988).  Alternatively (or in addition), please feel free to contact any of us directly.  Because other students in your classes, or possibly some of your friends or acquaintances, may participate in this experiment at some later date, please don't share what you know about the experiment (or these pages) with others.  Once again, thanks for your participation.
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