Department of Educational and Counselling Psychology, and Special Education
To Be Completed By Applicants to the PhD and MA Programs in the area of EPSE
Letter of Intent from: ________Megan Toews____________________

(Information should be typewritten and limited to the space provided on this form.) 

1. Please indicate your first (marked "1") and second (marked "2") preference for an area of specialization 

_____Human Learning Development and Instruction (HLDI)
__1__School Psychology Program (SCPS)
_____Special Education (SPED)
__2__Measurement, Evaluation and Research Methodology (MERM)

2. Please provide the name(s) of any Faculty whose research interests match closely with your own. (If possible, specify the area of research to be pursued with each faculty member named.)____________   _Dr. Linda Siegel - early intervention of learning disabilities__________________________________
__Dr. William McKee - educational research, training, assessment_____________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________

3. Discuss your reasons for pursuing doctoral or master's studies in the area of Educational Psychology and Special Education at UBC.

          I am very excited about the prospect of doing applied research.  My past research experience has been considerably abstract, always taking place in a lab setting, and I would much rather prefer to look at the practical side of psychology research.  The idea of designing useful studies that could help to improve the overall education of students is very appealing to me.  

Another reason I am interested in this program is because of the option of different career       opportunities.   At this point I have interest in both academic and school-oriented careers, so I am looking forward to entering a program that will prepare me in both areas.  I have enjoyed the research aspect of my education so far, but I would also like to receive educational training, through coursework and practical experience.     


4. Outline your general career objectives, including both immediate and long-term academic and professional goals.


My career objectives center around involvement in the education system.  My most recent academic goal has been to enter a graduate program that I could develop into a long-term career.  Although I have enjoyed the Masters program in the psychology department at UBC (see attached letter), I have realized that I do not have enough interest in pursuing the theoretical aspects of psychology research to develop a career in this field.     


Academically, I am very much looking forward to learning about education policies and practices.  I have a strong background in psychology, which I think is essential in studying education.  I would like to obtain my MA, and hopefully PhD, in this field. 

Professionally, my goals are to gain the required qualifications to be significantly involved in the education system.    I would be very interested in a career as a school psychologist, and I also have considerable interest in pursuing a career in an academic setting.  I have been lucky to have had very positive experiences throughout my education, and I would like to be in a position to maintain that high level of quality and accessibility.  I would like to be able to give something back, either by working in a school setting with students, or by working to improve the education policies and practices that are used in schools today.      


1. Provide a brief summary of your past and current research interests, including a statement of the research area you wish to pursue in your doctoral or master's research.

My undergraduate honours project involved a study investigating the construct of emotional intelligence.  In recent years the term has become a buzzword, especially in corporate circles, so my study looked at the validity of this construct as defined by a popular test of emotional intelligence, designed by John Mayer and Peter Salovey. 

As a graduate student this past year, the research projects I have been involved in have investigated the concepts of mood dependence, mood congruence and the influence of mood on both explicit and implicit memory.  Most recently I have been involved in a study looking at mood and implicit memory.  The object of the study was to determine whether experiencing different moods could alter subjects' performance on specific implicit memory tasks; specifically, whether performance on these tasks would change if the mood they experienced while encoding information was the same or different as in the retrieval session.        

Although I have been interested in this area of research, I feel that research in the area of education would better fit my present research interests.  I am interested in how people learn, what motivates them to learn, and what strategies could be used to improve learning.  I would be very interested in projects involving teacher training, assessment, and the prevention of later learning difficulties by developing early intervention techniques.  As I have a very strong background in statistics, at both undergraduate and graduate levels, I would also be interested in the measurement and evaluation aspects of school psychology.


6. Describe any research and/or work experience (including publications, etc.) that is relevant to your proposed field of study.

My work as a research assistant and teaching assistant over the past year has given me valuable experience.  As a teaching assistant, it was important for me to be able to explain the main concepts of lectures and readings to students who needed help outside of class time.   In my job as a research assistant, I worked closely with research participants.  Because this particular research focused on mood, I needed to be professional, yet keep a good rapport with participants, and be sensitive to the sometimes intense feelings produced by experiencing either very positive or negative moods.  

Also, this spring I am taking part as a tester in Linda Siegel's North Vancouver longitudinal study for early intervention of learning disabilities.   I will gain experience working with grade five children, as well as experience in a school environment.  I am looking forward to developing the skills necessary to detect and assess differences in the performance of reading and numeracy tasks.    






















