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#1 





So much importance did the British attach to the operation that London took the unprecedented step of notifying several foreign leaders in advance.  These included Nixon, United Nations Secretary-General Kurt Waldheim and Prime Minister Jack Lynch of the Republic of Ireland.





#2





I have read your MS.  At first I didn’t like it—the old fashioned sort of sordid realism done rather in detail.  But when it moves to the orphanage it gets into stride and has the myopic vision and exaggerated sensitiveness and exaggerated insensitiveness on the other hand, of the sort of substratum, gamin life you are dealing with.





#3





Too many people who are romantically involved lack the qualities of friends—they are boyfriend and girlfriend, but not friends.  Friendship allows people to share each others’ experiences and enjoy each others’ company.





#4





There’s a Prohibition flavour about the drug trade:  It has an aura of adventure and romance.  The smugglers make fast runs, big profits and take small risks.  The users, the pot-heads, are provided with high times and mellow evenings.  Few are exposed to anything more dangerous than their friendly corner trafficker.  Yet there is another side.  The drug trade is quickly becoming organized on an international level, although the small, independent operator is still very much in evidence.  The big operators, however, establish forwarding companies in source countries (Canada has become a source country for the manufacture of chemical drugs—LSD, Speed, PCP), have financiers in various parts of the world, incorporating companies in Canada with the capability of laundering money through Swiss banks and reinvesting in land, real estate holdings, stocks, and bonds.





#5





Acupuncture, in the two short years since Richard Nixon’s visit to the People’s Republic of China and the beginning of China-North America rapprochement, has captured the professional and popular imaginations of Canadians in a way no medical discovery has done since the heart transplant.  It’s success in the alleviation of severe and chronic pain has many people regarding it as near miraculous which, of course, it is not; it is merely different.


#6





I was 17 at the time and had been engaged the year before, to a young man who changed his mind.  I realize now it would have been a bad thing but at the time I was heart-broken and didn’t want to be engaged to anybody.





#7





Confusion is something university life has made me face countless times.  Living by myself gives me my wanted freedom, but it also cuts me from the valuable advice and direction parents give.  Here, I must face career decisions and social problems more or less alone.  However, confusion is not all bad as it forces a person to rationalize the situation and take reponsibility.





#8





Parents love children (their children), and attempt to raise them as well as they can.  Children reciprocate this love, and also combine respect with it.  Thus, based on this bond between parent and child, of, on one hand love and concern, and on the other hand of love mixed with respect, a relationship develops which lasts until the dying days of individuals.





#9





And I’m a bit doubtful of the sixpenny stories.  Better perhaps a little fortnightly or monthly of ten or twelve thousand words; a little magazine something like that Laughing Horse from Santa Fe—did you see the number Spud Johnson did on me?—it wasn’t good, but a little private sort of magazine like that can be made to pay, just to pay, especially if you canvass personally for material, and appeal only to a decently educated public—not like the Adelphi, which wanted all the chapel and church imbeciles, and fell through the holes in its own socks.  The point is, you’ve got to offer something genuine; there’s plenty of hotch-potch already.  You’ll never make much money with genuine stuff, but you’ll be sound.





#10





This is a case of an interesting contrast between American and European practices in publishing.  Over here it would not occur to anyone that a book such as These Eventful Years, published by you, would require any publicity, least of all by its contributors.  I will, however, comply with your wish and declare that in my opinion too this book is among the strangest, most deserving, and most informative works that has come my way during this century.  I am studying it assiduously so as to orient myself in this world in which, considering my age, I shall not be spending much more time.





�
#11





As the air and ground war continued, the U.S. prepared another offensive—a new attempt to pacify the Viet Cong-infested countryside.





#12





I basically see myself as an average person.  I fit statistics, they usually describe me.  I do average things, earn an everage wage, get average grades in school and without knowing me specifically, I would just seem to be your average-type of person.  I am though, incredibly special in my own world and my life is just as important to me as other people’s lives are important to them.  I merely believe in understanding the relativity of life.





#13





Maria Huxley came yesterday, with the Franchettis.  He is a Jew, Barone Luigi—and as rich as Croesus.  He plays the piano very well, and is quite nice—but I agree entirely—I have absolutely no basic sympathy with people of “assured incomes”.  All words become a lie, in their mouths, in their ears also.  I loathe rich people.





#14





All aspects of my professional preparation and training through the years have contributed to wider knowledge of people, needs, behaviour, as well as honing my skills and developing personal confidence, enjoyment of challenges and feelings of being able to make some contribution to the community.  Such education and work also resulted in a disciplined life style!





#15





There is something I like very much about the Mediterranean; it relaxes one, after the tension of America.  Wait a bit, till you get used to it, and you’ll like it too.  But after a while, it’s always set me longing to wander, to do a sort of Iliad.  But even if all of us, and Earl and Achsah, put our money together, we’d never afford a little ship, which is so much the best of this sea of many shores.  You see, one need never sail for more than a night, then there’s somewhere else to land at, if one likes.





#16





I find it difficult to write about myself.  I am unable to figure out who I am in my own mind, never mind on paper.  I can be a leader just as easily as I can follow; I’m easy-going, but on the other hand, I’ll argue in favor of what I believe in.  Independence and having strong morals make me the person I am.  I’m an outsider; I absorb most everything in my environment.  I tend to be a listener.





#17





As for your proposals, I completely trust your judgement.  I would really have preferred to publish a sizable collection of stories (let us say, the story from Arkadia, the Metamorphosis, and still another novella, under the collective title of Punishments).  By the way, Herr Wolff agreed some time ago to this, but I suppose in the present circumstances it should be better temporarily to proceed as you have outlined.  I also quite agree with the idea of reissuing Meditation.





#18





Here is defence II of my poor dear Velluti—Do not say that it is too enthusiastic—Wherefore shoul
