
See	discussions,	stats,	and	author	profiles	for	this	publication	at:	https://www.researchgate.net/publication/266156241

The	interaction	of	synesthetic	and	print	color	and	the	role	of	visual	imagery

Conference	Paper		in		Journal	of	Vision	·	May	2011

DOI:	10.1167/11.11.393

CITATIONS

0

READS

17

2	authors,	including:

Lynn	C	Robertson

University	of	California,	Berkeley

192	PUBLICATIONS			7,088	CITATIONS			

SEE	PROFILE

All	content	following	this	page	was	uploaded	by	Lynn	C	Robertson	on	16	October	2014.

The	user	has	requested	enhancement	of	the	downloaded	file.

https://www.researchgate.net/publication/266156241_The_interaction_of_synesthetic_and_print_color_and_the_role_of_visual_imagery?enrichId=rgreq-5691348be32b4ba3c4d24f5374ad883e-XXX&enrichSource=Y292ZXJQYWdlOzI2NjE1NjI0MTtBUzoxNTI5NDYyMDEzMzc4NTZAMTQxMzQ3NjYyNDY2NQ%3D%3D&el=1_x_2&_esc=publicationCoverPdf
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/266156241_The_interaction_of_synesthetic_and_print_color_and_the_role_of_visual_imagery?enrichId=rgreq-5691348be32b4ba3c4d24f5374ad883e-XXX&enrichSource=Y292ZXJQYWdlOzI2NjE1NjI0MTtBUzoxNTI5NDYyMDEzMzc4NTZAMTQxMzQ3NjYyNDY2NQ%3D%3D&el=1_x_3&_esc=publicationCoverPdf
https://www.researchgate.net/?enrichId=rgreq-5691348be32b4ba3c4d24f5374ad883e-XXX&enrichSource=Y292ZXJQYWdlOzI2NjE1NjI0MTtBUzoxNTI5NDYyMDEzMzc4NTZAMTQxMzQ3NjYyNDY2NQ%3D%3D&el=1_x_1&_esc=publicationCoverPdf
https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Lynn_Robertson?enrichId=rgreq-5691348be32b4ba3c4d24f5374ad883e-XXX&enrichSource=Y292ZXJQYWdlOzI2NjE1NjI0MTtBUzoxNTI5NDYyMDEzMzc4NTZAMTQxMzQ3NjYyNDY2NQ%3D%3D&el=1_x_4&_esc=publicationCoverPdf
https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Lynn_Robertson?enrichId=rgreq-5691348be32b4ba3c4d24f5374ad883e-XXX&enrichSource=Y292ZXJQYWdlOzI2NjE1NjI0MTtBUzoxNTI5NDYyMDEzMzc4NTZAMTQxMzQ3NjYyNDY2NQ%3D%3D&el=1_x_5&_esc=publicationCoverPdf
https://www.researchgate.net/institution/University_of_California_Berkeley?enrichId=rgreq-5691348be32b4ba3c4d24f5374ad883e-XXX&enrichSource=Y292ZXJQYWdlOzI2NjE1NjI0MTtBUzoxNTI5NDYyMDEzMzc4NTZAMTQxMzQ3NjYyNDY2NQ%3D%3D&el=1_x_6&_esc=publicationCoverPdf
https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Lynn_Robertson?enrichId=rgreq-5691348be32b4ba3c4d24f5374ad883e-XXX&enrichSource=Y292ZXJQYWdlOzI2NjE1NjI0MTtBUzoxNTI5NDYyMDEzMzc4NTZAMTQxMzQ3NjYyNDY2NQ%3D%3D&el=1_x_7&_esc=publicationCoverPdf
https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Lynn_Robertson?enrichId=rgreq-5691348be32b4ba3c4d24f5374ad883e-XXX&enrichSource=Y292ZXJQYWdlOzI2NjE1NjI0MTtBUzoxNTI5NDYyMDEzMzc4NTZAMTQxMzQ3NjYyNDY2NQ%3D%3D&el=1_x_10&_esc=publicationCoverPdf


420

440

460

480

500

520

b p s c

AA\\

R
e

a
c
ti

o
n

 T
im

e
 (

m
s
)

n.s. n.s.* ***

Bryan D. Alvarez¹ & Lynn C. Robertson¹,²

¹University of California, Berkeley,  ²Medical Research Service, VA Medical Center, Martinez, CA

The Interaction of Synesthetic and Print Color and the Role of Visual Imagery

Introduction
Grapheme-color synesthesia: Graphemes, such as 

letters & numbers, trigger the perception of colors. 

Main Question...

How can synesthetic and print color be co-localized 

without blending into one perceived color?

Materials and methods

Summary

 When synesthetic and print color are matched, 

synesthetic color priming is amplified

 Synesthetic colors (shape-induced) and print colors 

arise via different mechanisms but share a feature map

 Vividness of Visual Imagery correlates with the size of 

synesthetic color priming effects.
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3. Does vividness of visual imagery correlate with the synesthetic   priming effect?   **

A

** VVI did not correlate with        or         conditions for synesthetes or for any conditions in non-synesthetes\\
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